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Negotiations update 
 
There is a risk that the work done on equity in LCA is lost 
once LCA is closed. Therefore the Africa Group made a 
submission to the LCA on an equity work programme under 
SBSTA to inform the work of the LCA. The submission is for a 
2 year programme but it would have been better with a one 
year programme and that it was placed under the ADP 
instead. 
 
In the KP talks there is still no solution to the carry-over 
problem of AAUs. It seems impossible to have them 
eliminated so the work from EU and others is to restrict the 
use of AAUs under the second commitment period. Poland 
and Russia wants to keep the AAUs to hopefully save them 
for the ADP outcome. The best thing we can hope for at the 
moment is that progressive countries manage to keep any 
mention of the AAUs out of the ADP texts and in so doing, in 
effect, making them all worthless. 
 
A solution that might be agreeable to all is the Brazil proposal 
that links the AAUs to a trigger in the KP CP2 that will help 
ramp up ambitions in CP2 along the way to 2020. 
 
As of this morning there is still no clarity on finance in any of 
the tracks. Today they will try to close the three working 
groups (AWG-KP, AWG-LCA and ADP), where the KP text is 
still contentious, the ADP might close easier, and where the 
LCA, unless there is movement on finance, seems far from 
closing. The intention is then to bring all the texts up to 
ministers under the COP and CMP for final negotiations. 
 
 
 

The wedding of the year 
COP18 and science exchange their vows 
 
Yesterday ACT Alliance members, Christian Aid (Malawi), 
Diakonia (Bolivia) and Norwegian Church Aid joined forces 
with CYEN (Barbados) and Pan African Climate Justice 
Alliance (PACJA) to act on behalf of the Time for Climate 
Justice Campaign to demand a concrete political action 
according to science. 

 
In a good humoured campaign stunt, a good looking 
“Science” bride and proud ”COP18” groom met at the 
corridors of the UN climate talks negotiations to be married 
by a ”vicar”. If we are to have a safer future for the planet - 
where the catastrophic impacts of climate change are 
stopped - the union of science and politics must become 
concrete.  
 
Despite a number of reports by the IPCC, UNEP, World Bank 
and others about the threatening consequences that current 
levels of ambition in tacking climate change may cause, no 
meaningful action has been taken by rich countries to date, 
putting the life of millions of people especially the poorest in 
serious risk. 
 
There is still a significant gap between the amount of 
emissions that countries must cut in order to prevent the 
catastrophic impacts of climate change and the actual global 
emissions. Scientists warn that the current amount emission 
cuts pledged by governments set the world in a dangerous 
pathway as temperatures could rise between 2.5 and 5 
degrees Celsius.  
 
The commitment for a safer future does not mean only 
significant emission cuts by developed countries. It also 
requires meaningful international action to help the poorest 
to adapt to climate change and be supported to develop in a 
low carbon way. Less than 2 days away from the conclusion 
of the Doha climate talks, urgent action is needed to secure a 
good outcome.  
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No progress on agriculture in Doha 
By: Ram Kishan 
 
Many of us working in Doha to make sure a deal gets realized 
are disappointed on many fronts, mainly having no progress 
on AWG-LCA and blatant denial of developed countries 
parties of any progress on finance and technology. Everyone 
seems to be convinced that ADP will be the answer for all the 
problems of climate change.  
 
In a fight of negotiators that started from Thursday into the 
early hours of Sunday morning, many developed countries 
protected their red-line and ensured that the world does not 
decide at Doha whether to reduce emissions from 
agriculture. It was emphasized by the developing countries, 
mainly G77, that agriculture forms a major part of their food 
security and livelihoods; therefore they will not put this up 
for negotiation. Farmers in developing countries are least 
responsible for the global climate crisis and they engage in 
farming practices which does not emit more. We cannot 
punish these farmers for no fault of theirs to endanger their 
food security and livelihood. 
 
It is empirically substantiated that climate change threatened 
and severely affected the agricultural systems across the 
globe with the developing world at maximum risk from their 
rural economies made up largely of small and marginal 
farmers being tossed into chaos. But agricultural practices - 
livestock and paddy fields also give rise to methane- a 
greenhouse gas that lives in the atmosphere for very short 
duration before disintegrating. 
 
Here in Doha the developed world made a strong argument 
for the world to start agricultural emissions reduction. They 
also tried all the old tactics to influence many developing 
countries and LDCs to support their viewpoint. Developing 
countries stepped in to challenge the chair, to say that 
agriculture is not only a source of economic growth, but also 
a source of livelihood for millions of poor people.  
 
We believe that having no decision is better than having a 
bad decision; most of us working with small farmers in 
developing countries are relieved for the time being that no 
actions which can hamper the ability of farmers in developing 
countries to secure their food security and livelihood. We 
firmly believe that fight is still not over and the agenda will 
again come for discussion next year in June and COP 19. We 
must fight all such efforts which will put small farmers in any 
form of danger. 
 
 

 

Words from a partner 
 

 
 
Waynelle Taylor 
Youth Environmental Network - CYEN 
Barbados 
 
We focus on environmental issues and sustainable 
development in relation to youth, to get them active and 
participating in environmental campaigning, awareness 
raising etc.  
 
The organisation was created in 1992. At first there was a 
regional office based in Barbados, but after a few years there 
are already different chapters in 18 Caribbean countries. We 
aim to highlight how our region is impacted by climate 
change and other environmental problems. 
 
There are different types of activities ranging from 
environmental education in schools for example about solid 
waste management, recycling to campaigning and lobbying 
with the government and other organisations. I am pleased 
to have been nominated to come to Doha to follow these 
negotiations, this is an interesting experience. Climate 
change is one of the main environmental issues that youth 
should be engaged with. It is a challenge to come from so far. 
I am not able to follow everything yet, but this is a great 
learning opportunity, and I want to be able to share this 
experience back home. I’m doing updates about the COP, and 
I will be organising climate actions once I get back. Younger 
generations need to realise how they are affected and how 
the frequent and strong storms we face in the Caribbean can 
be related to the changing climate. We haven’t had any 
hurricanes recently in Barbados but any intensive storm can 
cause massive destruction. Engaging in this process is key.  
 


