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Negotiations update 
 
Several negotiators started the negotiations on Tuesday 
without having slept at all, and others having slept just a few 
hours. It was the working group for Long Term Cooperative 
Action (LCA) on the topics of Finance, Loss & Damage and 
MRV (monitoring, reporting and verifying) that stretched 
through the Qatari night – sadly with little progress. Hard 
exchanges of arguments took place on Finance, where 
Colombia was quoted as saying the very accurate “We need 
to go further than being able to agree on further processes”. 
 
In the group that negotiated  the second commitment period 
of the Kyoto Protocol the atmosphere was slightly better 
than previous days, but obviously a lot of issues remain to be 
solved. A proposal of raising the “fee” on investments in the 
Clean Development mechanism (CDM) was discussed, which 
in theory would increase the funds for the Adaptation Fund. 
However, with prices of carbon within the CDM system being 
historically low (around € 1), there isn’t much money coming 
anyway. 
 
The good news of the day was an announcement by the UK 
about climate finance for 2013-2014, including £ 1.8 billion 
for developing countries. Not exactly a new commitment, but 
still an example more developed countries need to follow. 
According to the UK the money will go into a UK managed 
fund, rather than into the Green Climate Fund. 
 
 

 
Words from a partner 
 
Higino Filimone, 
ACT Alliance/Mozambique Council of Churches (CCM) 
 
“CCM started focusing on climate change programmes in 
2009 when it joined the climate justice campaign. We took 
part in COP15, of which we were disappointed because 
agreement was not achieved. We joined efforts with ACT 
again at the faith campaign for COP17 in Durban.  
 

“Mozambique is one of the most vulnerable to the impact of 
climate change. The main hazards are floods, tropical 
cyclones and extreme drought. We are highly prone to 
disasters. That’s why CCM is trying to do something to help 
local communities adapt to climate change impacts. We’re 
training local church leaders on how to cope with impacts 
and how to mitigate future impacts. Out of that we are giving 
them knowledge of climate science in order to enable them 
to capacity build local community members. We have a tool 
which examines environmental degradation, risk and 
adaptation assessment.  The tool is a criteria on how to 
adapt, how to assess the risk and how to elaborate strategies 
towards adapting to the risks. Although we are doing 
something, it seems the frequency of floods, droughts and 
tropical cyclone is increasing, sometimes reducing the effort 
done by civil society organisations.  
  
“The council trains trainers from local churches, specifically 
church leaders, as well as local chiefs and local government 
officials, specifically in the planning sector and agriculture, 
and the health sectors in local government. Climate change is 
cross-cutting. We think it’s important to have people working 
in health centres to be aware because some of the climate 
change impacts are hitting the health sector too. In some 
areas where mosquitoes did not existent, now they are 
common. We think the frequency of floods and the sun is 
very hot so maybe there is the immigration of insects from 
one area to another. The agriculture sector is important to 
help. Local farmers are very worried about the outcome of 
cropping. Before, they used to crop, their crops were growing 
and getting products but now it is different. When they plant 
but sometimes the seed doesn’t grow. When crops are ready 
for harvesting, sometimes a cyclone comes and they don’t 
get anything. 
  
“The main challenge of explaining to local people about 
global warming in their language and have their reality as a 
reference to global warming is very complicated. Global 
warming doesn’t make sense to certain people. People need 
to know right now why it’s not raining and why floods are not 
coming but to explain that it’s linked to ecology is very 
complicated. We are focusing more on the environmental 
degradation that they are causing. It’s not raining because 
you are cutting too many trees in this area so they start 
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understanding. We are only giving climate science knowledge 
to the trainers. These issues are not important to local 
farmers. The farmers want to know how to adapt to the 
current situation. Most of the time they’re not thinking 
beyond that.  
  
“When the rains come, it can rain in one area and not in 
another but an area that has been cropped. So sometimes 
when the rain is not coming in one area the owner of a farm 
starts blaming other people, accusing them of blocking the 
rain to his farm. This accusation is linked to superstition. 
Usually in these rural communities, the elderly people are 
linked to superstition and therefore blamed. Often these 
people must shift from the community to areas far away. This 
is one reason the church is training communities to 
understand that it is not raining because of climate change 
and its not raining because of their activities as well. Some 
disasters are linked to the local level. People cut trees, burn 

the forest to create a farm or make charcoal. The problem is 
that they are just cutting and not re-planting. 
  
“I am following the adaptation track because this is what we 
need now. My hope is we can have a green light for funds for 
National Action Programmes for Adaptation (NAPAs) which 
are already elaborated, approved and submitted to the global 
environment facility but are not being implemented because 
there is no money. All the LDCs have already drafted the 
NAPAs but it seems that a very low number of countries have 
been able to implement them. We are now shifting from 
NAPAs, for developing countries in the Kyoto Protocol, to 
NAPs, which are for all LDCs.  
  
“My hope is to see COP18 give us the green light for funds for 
adaptation, specifically for developing countries and to see a 
clear commitment from the developed countries to not stop 
funding next month.” 

 


